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Chamber of Commerce News     

THOUSAND PALMS  

CATHEDRAL CITY GAINS FIRST SPHERE  

 

LAFCO GRANTS CATHEDRAL CITYôS  
FIRST  SPHERE REQUEST OVER WESTERN 

FLANK OF THOUSAND PALMS 

MAP OF FIRST CATHEDRAL CITY SPHERE OF INFLUENCE  
. . . provided by the Riverside County LAFCO. This map shows the 
boundaries of the sphere extending from DaVall Road to Rio del  
Sol. It encompasses 4,100 acres and is the first of two spheres 
requested by Cathedral City that will ultimately encompass all of 
Thousand Palms, minus the species habitat areas. 

THOUSAND  PALMS 
CHAMBER MIXER  

5:30 TO 7:30 PM  
Wednesday , February 9, 2011  

at St. Raphael Antiochian  
Orthodox Church  

72910 Haskell Road 
Thousand Palms 

Next door to Rabobank 
Turn west off Monterey Ave. onto Haskell. 

 
Food, Beverages, Wine, Door prizes 

 
Put the 2nd Wednesday of every month 

on your calendar for regular  
Chamber mixers. 

$5 members, $8 non -members  
Call the Chamber at 760-343-1988  

if you want to highlight your business and help 
the Chamber by donating a door prize! 

On January 27, 2011, the Riverside 
County Local Agency Formation Commis-
sion (LAFCO) granted Cathedral City its 
first sphere of influence request over the 
western 4,100-acre flank of Thousand 
Palms. At the same hearing, George 
Spiliotis , executive director of LAFCO, 

announced that the city has filed a second 
sphere request for the rest of Thousand 
Palms, minus the species habitat areas. 

The second request was filed after votes were cast by the 
boards of Tri-Palms United Ownersô Association, Ivey 
Ranch Country Club, the Thousand Palms Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Thousand Palms Community Council 
with the concurrence of 4th District Supervisor John 
Benoit in supporting or agreeing not to fight the spheres 
as long as they include all of Thousand Palms. The sec-
ond sphere hearing will come up in around September, 
per the current pace of LAFCO. 
 
These spheres give Cathedral City the go-ahead to study 
the feasibility of annexing Thousand Palms down the 
road and they give the city a say jointly with the Thou-
sand Palms Community Council on how Thousand Palms 
develops. Everything else stays the same. Thousand 
Palms is still run by the County and retains County sher-
iffs, fire protection, code enforcement and an appointed 
Community Council. No zip codes or mailing addresses 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The President's Corner      

It is the beginning of a new year and 
hopefully a new economy that will create 
an atmosphere in which new projects 
and ideas will thrive. 
  
This year, all of us at the Chamber are 
looking forward to building a  
strong membership base and introduc-

ing many new features that will enable our businesses 
to become a much larger presence in the valley. We 
welcome suggestions from the entire community. 
  
I am personally going to enjoy reaching out to new 
neighbors to exchange ideas on the positive steps we 
can take to help make Thousand Palms a more pro-
gressive and prosperous place to work and live. I hope 
youôll do the same. I encourage you to support your 
community through the Chamber.  

ðChas Allen , Chamber President 
 

2011 CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
President Chas Allen  

Photo Colorgraphix 
760-760-568-1595 
chas@photocolorgraphix.com 
 
Vice President Patricia Saleh  

Thousand Palms Community Council  
760-343-2440   ps8888@msn.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Letty Valdez  

Co-Owner Peteôs Automotive 
760-343-2689  lettyvaldez57@yahoo.com 
 
Director Armando Leon  

F.S.O. Rabobank on Ramon Road 
760-343-2965 armando.leon@rabobank.com 
 
Director Wes Sanders  
Commercial Buyer SA Recycling 
760-343-0499 
 
Director Birgit Phillips  
Safe House of the Desert 
760-660-1755 bphillips@operationsafehouse.org 
 
Director Marie Brunner  

Director Animal Samaritans Clinic 
760-343-1188 mbrunner@animalsamaritans.org 
 
Director Bill Swedeen  

Owner Central Valley Real Estate 
760-343-3652  bswedeen@dc.rr.com 
 
Director Bill Senso  

Della S. Lindley Elementary School PTG 
(310) 488-9611 dslptg@aol.com 
 
Director David Stern  

Marketing Director KPSP Channel 2 
760) 343-5702  davids@kpsplocal2.com 

From  
the Chamber Office  
 
Hello Chamber Members!   

As the newbie at the Chamber Iôve 
been busy giving business referrals, 
learning the files, working with your 
great Board of Directors and Am-
bassadors and getting to know you. 
The Chamber works hard striving to improve the Cham-
ber and the local business community every day. In 
fact, for the last two weeks Dennis  and Diane Sarauer , 
Birget Phillips and I have been painting the inside of 
the Chamber office with supplies donated by the volun-
teers. What a beautiful change! 
 
The Chamberôs 2011 year plaque swingers are in, and 
with renewal weôll send you one. If you donôt have a 
Chamber plaque or applicable swingers, please let me 
know. Also, if you have updated your business cards Iôd 
appreciate you sending me the new version. Thanks. 
 
We had a fantastic Holiday Mixer at the Thousand 
Palms Branch of Rabobank. Thanks to Branch Man-
ager Greg Pinney and his great staff for being such 

generous hosts! We have mixers planned for February 
and March; information to follow. 
 
Thanks for mailing back your election ballots for Board 
openings. Itôs most appreciated.  
 
Thank you, 
Gail Heveron , Office Manager 

760-343-1988  M, W, F, 8-12:00 

What are Ambassadors?  
The Chamber board has voted to honor  
volunteers who are always willing to give 
their time when the Chamber has a fund-
raiser or other event. This prestigious des-
ignation goes to those who donôt feel they 
can serve on the Board but can be counted 
on to help decorate, gather door prizes and 
even recruit new Chamber members when 
needed. All former board members become 
Ambassadors automatically and if youôd like 
to be considered for this designation please 
contact Ambassadors Chairman Roy 
Nokes, 760 -343-1188. He will be announc-

ing a get-together soon to outline plans for 
this yearôs important Chamber fund-raiser. 
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MEET YOUR THOUSAND PALMS 

CHAMBER DIRECTORS  
AND AMBASSADORS  
 
Bill Senso  
 

New Chamber Board Director Bill 
Senso was born October 14,1961 in Santa Monica, 
CA. After graduation from high school he attended the 
University of Southern California. He and his 
wife Elizabeth have been married for16 years, and 
they have three boys: Nick, age 14, Daniel, age 13 
and Jordan, age 12. They have lived in Thousand 
Palms for 11 years. He currently volunteers 40 hours 
a week at Della S. Lindley Elementary School where 
he is President of the PTG (Parent Teacher Group). 
He also serves as president of the Cathedral City 
Youth League and Vice-President of the Cathedral 
City Junior All American Football League. He was re-
cently nominated for the Cathedral City Orion Award 
for exemplary volunteerism.   

 

will change until annexation occurs.  
 
Cathedral City Councilman Greg Pettis an-

nounced at the December Thousand Palms 
Community Council meeting that he believes 
annexation can take place by 2014 and he 
maintains that resolve despite others saying 
heôs too optimistic.  
 
In the meantime, community members will 
have time to ask questions at Council meetings 
and get answers to help them make an in-
formed decision on whether or not they want to 
protest the annexation when it becomes appro-
priate. If insufficient protest is filed with LAFCO 
the annexation will go through without an elec-
tion.  
 
Depending upon whether or not LAFCO an-
nexes both spheres at the same time or one at 
a time has not been determined. Some mem-
bers of the Thousand Palms Preservation 
Action Group have  already made it clear that 
they would like both spheres to be taken as 
one when annexation is on the table, to avoid 
any possibility that Thousand Palms could be 
cut down in size and left without enough tax 
base to incorporate or even be annexed by any 
other city. It is their concern that a Thousand 
Palms with no growth potential would become 

(Continued from ñLAFCO Approves. . .ò page 1) 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Thousand Palms Community Center  
Update  
Reported by Rob Carson, TPCC Coordinator  
  
Rob Carson announced at the January 27th Thou-
sand Palms Community Council meeting that heôs 
been out sick but that heôs working his way back into 
full-time work as his health permits. In the meantime 
Manny Marujo and Juan Padilla are keeping the 
Center activities on track. 
 
Carson reported that the classes are going well. 
There are 23 kids enrolled in the afterschool program 
and 20 some kids in karate. Soccer is very popular 
with 40 kids participating and the Zumba exercise 
classes are very active as well with many people en-
rolled and drop-ins increasing. Morning and evening 
classes are available.  
 
Youth Baseball League plans have been postponed 
but not abandoned. Call Bill Senso at (310) 488-9611 
for information on the new baseball  Pony League . 
Senso is trying to bring the League to Thousand 
Palms, which would mean lower fees for parents to 
participate, a central location for League interaction 
and closer access for Thousand Palms youth. Volun-
teers are needed to push this very worthwhile plan 
forward. 
 
For more information on the Desert Recreation Dis-
trict which includes Thousand Palms Community Cen-
ter, go to www.myrecreationdistrict.com  and type 
ñThousand Palmsò in the search box. To call the 
Thousand Palms Community Center for classes or 

facility rental, call 760-343-3595. 

Thousand Palms Chamber  
Ambassadors  
Chairman Roy Nokes  

Thousand Palms Community Council  
760-343-1188   roynokes@gmail.com 
 
Diane Sarauer  
Desert Online 
760-324-0797  dianesarauer@gmail.com 
 
Mike Lemche  
Owner Microcool 
760-322-1111 mlemche@microcool.com 
 
Holly Haas  
Costco   760-770-2810 
 
Dr. Simone Kovats  
Principal Della Lindley Elementary School 
760-343-7570 
 
Fred Saunders  
Executive Director Animal Samaritans  
760-343-3506 fsaunders@animalsamaritans.org 
 
Joel Johnson  

Owner Joelôs Bicycles 

Supervisors Ban  
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries  
On December 14, Riverside County 4th District      
Supervisor John Benoit issued a press release stating  
that ñthe Riverside County Board of Supervisors to-
day halted a plan to regulate medical marijuana col-
lectives, leaving in place an existing ban on dispensa-
ries that allows code enforcement officers to crack 
down on storefront operations popping up around the 
county. The move,ò the release said, ñcomes on the 
heels of recent bans in Los Angeles and Orange 
counties and a Riverside County Superior Court rul-
ing that the City of Riverside can use its zoning power 
to ban medical marijuana dispensaries. Without a 
similar ban in place, Riverside County likely would 
become a magnet for Southern California dispensa-
ries and criminal enterprises.  



 

5 5  

New Chamber Members  
& Renewals  
New Members  
PostNet  
72877 Dinah Shore Drive, Suite 103 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

Mailing services, copying, passports and 
more. 
Della S. Lindley Elementary School PTG  
31495 Robert Road, Thousand Palms, CA 92270 

School fund-raising activities and teacher 
support. 
Hairland  
72450 Ramon Road, Thousand Palms, CA 92276 

Hair styling and more 
New Individual Member  

Dave Heveron 
Renewing Members  
Desert ARC  
KPSP Local Channel 2  

an orphan of the County forever with County services 
subject to cuts to benefit other fast-growing unincor-
porated areas that need them more.  
 
According to Cathedral City Development Director 
Andy Hall , Thousand Palms is at the right stage of 
development for Cathedral City to annex it. If it had 
moved further into becoming its own city it would not 
be as easy for Cathedral City to assimilate it.  
 
In order for Cathedral City to annex Thousand Palms,  
per LAFCO, it must demonstrate that it can afford to 
bring Thousand Palms services up to Cathedral City 
standards and that Thousand Palms standards would 
not be lowered in the process. That means that fire 
protection, police and code enforcement would have 
to stay the same or better.  
 
At the hearing, LAFCO Commissioner Terry Hen-
derson  of La Quinta congratulated Thousand Palms 
for being willing to take a second look at Cathedral 
Cityôs sphere requests. She said that sometimes peo-
ple are against something before they really know 
enough about it.  
 
For further information or comments on this issue, 
please contact Patricia Saleh, 760 -343-2440 or 

sphere_of_influence@verizon.net 

(Continued from page 3) 
 


